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In this context, CEV is dedicating its 22nd Symposium to the issues of active 
citizenship, activism and all sorts of civic participation in the local, regional, 
national and European life and decision-making. But are volunteering and active 
citizenship projecting the same kind of engagement? What are the common points 

-
ship – and the other way around? Where do we draw the borderline? Or is 

Symposium „Volunteering and Active Citizenship: Two sides of the same coin?“. 

civic drive towards reuni cation and democracy, where participants will visit local 
projects showcasing the power of active citizenship, divided into the following 7 
thematic areas: social inclusion and empowerment; participation through 
sport and cultural initiatives; humanitarian assistance; civil protection; 
employee volunteering; intergenerational solidarity; sustainable develop-
ment. 

European level, from across sectors and societal structures, such as representatives 
of governments, European institutions, civil society, individual activists, to grasp 

compendium of conclusions from discussions, short interviews with participants, 
key messages of speeches and workshops, gathered throughout the two days of the 
conference. 

In 2011 we celebrate the European Year of Volunteering for the Promotion of 
Active Citizenship. While aspects of volunteering are widely discussed and the 
need to value and recognize voluntary activities is highlighted, we are still lacking a 
profound discussion on the link and interdependence between volunteering and 
active citizenship. In the Council Decision on the EYV 2011 it is stated at the very 
beginning that: 

To further grasp the link between volunteering and active citizenship;
To ensure a space for debate starting from concrete, specific projects 
implemented at local level by comparing and contrasting similar 
projects from across Europe;
To identify the most effective ways to empower citizens to be active 
through volunteering. 
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The European Year of Voluntary Activities for the Promotion of Active Citizenship 
will contribute to showing that volunteering is one of the key dimensions of active 
citizenship and democracy (…). 


